
Do You Love Me?  
That’s Enough! 

John 21:12-19



12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, 
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 

13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to 
them, and did the same with the fish. 

14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to 
his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 



15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, 
“you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed 
my lambs.” 

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my 
sheep.” 



17 The third time he said to him,  
   “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
   Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the 

third time, “Do you love me?” He said, 
“Lord, you know all things; 

     you know that I love you.” 
   Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 



18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger 
you dressed yourself and went where you 
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch 
out your hands, and someone else will dress 
you and lead you where you do not want to 
go.” 

19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death 
by which Peter would glorify God. Then he 
said to him, “Follow me!””



















First, Anyone Can Fall. 
And When We Do, 

We Just Want to Go Back.



Second, Failure helps Us
See Ourselves and Jesus 

More Clearly.



Third, Stumbling 
Leads Us to Humility 
and Grace for Others.



(1 Peter 5:2–5)

2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 
care, watching over them—not because you 
must, but because you are willing, as God 
wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, 
but eager to serve; 

3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but 
being examples to the flock.  



(1 Peter 5:2–5)

4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the crown of glory that will never 
fade away.

5 In the same way, you who are younger, 
submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, 
clothe yourselves with humility toward one 
another, because,



(1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.





(John 21:18-19)

“When you were younger you dressed yourself 
and went where you wanted; but when you are 
old you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and lead you where 
you do not want to go.” 
Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which Peter would glorify God.


